THE DIAL DARKENS

self-interest which played their part in this charming make-
believe?

Louis found that this woman had imperceptibly become
necessary to him, not only because she could allay his ennui,
but because he could speak to her of all his private affairs and
she knew all about the men and women who surrounded him.
Her judgment was sound. He took her advice on all things,
although he asked it as if he were trifling. Had it suited her
needs at the moment, there is evidence to prove that she was
even prepared to become devout with him! De Croy says:
'Her system, which I had glimpsed for the last few years, was
to get a hold over the King's mind, and, imitating Madame de
Maintenon to the letter, to finish by being devout with him/

The break took place in January 1750. Pompadour feared

that when the King's daughters returned from Fontevrault

they would be given the big suite of rooms on the ground

floor inhabited by the comtesse de Toulouse. That was the

very thing she wished to avoid, as she knew that the King

would be able to reach their appartement from his own rooms

by a little hidden staircase built in the days of Madame de

Montespan. She feared that he would get into the habit of

going down there, of supping there, and thus gradually get

outside the sphere of her influence. She determined that he

should not talk about religion either with Madame Louise, his

youngest daughter, who was to be a Carmelite, or with the

devout Dauphin, who recited the Breviary every day as if he

were a country cure. So she got him to give her that large

suite of rooms, and she said goodbye for ever to the little

Attique du Nord which had witnessed the springtime of her

love affair in that memorable year of 1745.

At this point, the King might have taken the opportunity to
break his fleshly chains altogether and gradually, by making a
virtue of necessity, have crept back to the Sacraments. But
passions too long indulged had increased beyond control, and